
I would like to take this time 

to write a little bit about 

Nichelle Nichols who played 

Uhura on the Star Trek: The 

Original Series, (TOS) and the 

first six movies that were 

made.   She was also the voice 

of Uhura in the Star Trek: The 

Animated Series (TAS).   She 

was one of the first Star Trek 
actors I met at Shore Leave as 

well.    Nichelle is a very nice 

person who made me feel 

welcome as I took a few 

minutes to talk with her while 

she signed a copy of her auto-

biography that I own.  

 

Niclelle was born on Decem-

ber twenty-eighth 1932 in 

Robbins Illinois to Samuel Earl 

Nichols and Lishia (Parker) 

Nichols. The name she was 

given at birth was Grace Nich-

ols.   The family moved to 

Chicago when Niclelle was a 

youngster where she spent her 

teen years.   She studied acting 

in Chicago, New York and Los 

Angeles and got her break 

when appearing in the play 

Kicks and Co. in 1961.  She also 

appeared at the Blue Angle in 

Chicago and New York as a 

dancer and singer.        

 

Nichelle is a very talented 

person who sings and dances 

as well as acts.   As matter of 

fact she can be heard singing in 

two of the TOS episodes; 

Charles X, and Conscience of the 

King.   She started out her 

career as a singer performing 

with Duke Ellington and Lionel 

Hampton in the 1950’s and 

toured in the US, Canada and 

Europe.  Her first acting role 

was in a film entitled Porgy and 

Bess where she worked with 

Sammy Davis Jr.    Her first 

guest role on TV was in the 

series Lieutenant which was 

also produced by Gene Rod-

denberry.      She has appeared 

in several movies and TV 

shows as well outside the Star 

Trek universe.   The one that 
got her the most recognition 

was a recurring role on the 

second season of Heroes.   She 

also played the mother of the 

main character in the film 

named Snow Dogs in 2002.   

 

It has been noted the Nichelle 

was considering leaving Star 

Trek after the first season to 

pursue other acting jobs until 

she talked with Martin Luther 

King Jr.   He encouraged her 

to continue with the role be-

cause she was serving as a role 

model to black children and 

young woman.   This was the 

first time "a person of color” 

was portrayed as an equal to 

the other cast members.   

Another stereotype breaking 

moment that was noted in 

each of the sources checked 

was the kiss with Captain Kirk 

in the episode entitled Plato’s 

Children.   

 

Following TOS and TAS, 

Nichelle volunteered to her 

time to help NASA recruit 

African American persons and 

other minority groups such as 

women to try out for the 

space program.  Several of the 

minority astronaut’s credit 

Nichols for helping them make 

this career choice; Guion 

Bluford. Sally Ride and Dr 

Ronald McNair to name just a 

few.     She is also given credit 

for helping to recruit two of 

the NASA’s current adminis-

trators, Charles Bolden and 

Lori Garver.   She also played a 

big role in leading Dr. Mae 

Jamison to become an astro-

naut and Dr, Jamison also ap-
peared in The Next Generation 

(TNG) episode entitled Second 

Chances.  And because of 

Nichol’s work on TOS, Whoo-

pi Goldberg asked Gene Rod-

denberry if she could be on the 

TNG and the role of Guinan 

was created especially for her.    

 

Nichelle also talks of “loving” 

the fans that she meets when 

attending Conventions around 

the country,    She says “l am a 

fan of the fans” and indicates 

she looks forward to meeting 

anyone who loves Star Trek.  

Niclelle Nichols is my kind of 

person!!  
 
http://www.startrek.com/

database_article/nicholsnichelle  

http://www.nndb.com/people/7

12/000023643/ 

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Niche

lle_Nichols?o=2800&qsrc=999

&ad=doubleDown&an=apn&ap

=ask.com  

http://en.memory-

alpha.org/wiki/Portal:Main  

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ni

chelle_Nichols).  

http://www.ask.com/wiki/Uhur

a?o=2800&qsrc=999&ad=doubl

eDown&an=apn&ap=ask.com 

 
Respectfully submitted by  

Captain Stacey L.  Cress, 

From the Captain’s Desktop by 

Stacey Cress 
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den book, “The Worshipful and An-
cient Law of Gallifrey”.  The book leads 
to the forgotten prison of the Time 
Lords, named Shada.  However the 
book is no longer in the hands of the 
professor.  He gave the book, by acci-
dent, to a student named Chris Par-

sons. 

Back in season 17, the last story of the 
season was in production when a strike 
occurred.  The story in production was 
“Shada”.  It was never completed.  The 
story was released on video (and later 
on DVD) with Tom Baker filling in the 
missing scenes along with the script 
book. Later Big Finish did a version of it 
with Paul McGann’s Doctor.  While 
Adams never did get this to the televi-
sion screen, elements of this story end-
ed up in his book, “Dirk Gently’s Holis-

tic Detective Agency”.  A Great Tale. 

Planet of the Apes:  Cataclysm #8 
– Boom! Studios - $3.99 Cornelius 
and Milo learn the secret of Painted 
Valley and Mount Lam.  In Ape City the 
chimpanzees are being treated almost 
like slaves by the orangutans and goril-
las.  Corinna Beckko, Gabriel Hardman 
and Damian Couceiro give us another 

interesting chapter in the “Apes” saga. 

Dark Shadows #18 – Dynamite 
Entertainment Classic - $3.99 Em-
ma feeds on a human for the first time 
in this tale by Mike Raicht and Nacho 

Tenorio.  Barnabas has been sent to 
Hell to rescue Roger and Carolyn.  
Meanwhile the dark side of Barnabas 
has plans to make Lockwood even 

more evil.  A Hellish good issue. 

Planet of the Apes:  Cataclysm #9 
– Boom Studio - $3.99 Rebellion is in 
the air in this tale by Corinna Bechko, 
Gabriel Hardman and Damian Couci-
ero.  The Chimps are ready to fight the 
other apes, as two chimps are killed 
after being chased by Gorillas.  They 
learn about painted Valley.  A good 

issue. 

Doctor Who FAQ by Dave 
Thompson – Applause Books - 
$22.99  This book takes us on a jour-
ney of the history of Doctor Who.  It 
gives us a look at Doctor Who in 
America (It first aired over here in 
1972 with the third Doctor – not 1979 
as most people remember).  We get an 
A to Z look at the villains of the series 
as well as a guide to the 11 Doctors 
and his companions.  There is an epi-
sode guide to the TV series as well as 
the audio series, the comics and the 
novels.  There is also a look at the 

forerunner of the series.  A fair book. 

 

Star Trek # 21 – IDW - $3.99  
“After Darkness” by Mike Johnson, 
Erfan Fujar and Stellar Labs is the begin-
ning of the fallout from the “John Harri-
son” affair.  The Klingons have learned 
that a Starfleet captain was involved in 
the incident on Qo’nos.  The Big E has 
begun its 5 year mission.  The starship 
heads out to Vulcan in hope of helping 
Mr. Spock who is entering Pon Farr.  
Meanwhile, selection 31 is on Romulus 
making plans with the Romulans for a 

way to destroy the Klingons.  Excellent. 

Star Wars:  The Essential Guide 
to Warfare by Jason Fry with Paul 
R. Urguhart – Balantine Books - 
$30 This volume takes a look at the 
history of war in a galaxy far, far away.  
Starting with the time of the Infinite 
Empire to the new Sith Empire.  There 
are bios on the great military leaders, a 
look at the technologies over the cen-
turies, as well as profiles of the capital 
ships of each time period.  There are 
also star maps of major battles.  A well 

written book. 

Doctor Who:  Shada:  The Lost 
Adventure by Douglas Adams and 
Gareth Roberts – Ace Books 
$26.95  The Doctor, along with Roma-
na, are back on earth paying a visit to 
Professor Chronotis who is a retired 
Time Lord.  Also on Earth is the sinis-
ter Skagra.  He is in search of a forbid-

Greetings fellow crew members. It has 

come to my attention that many of  

you are unfamiliar with Vulcans and 

may have misconceptions about us.  

Let me address a few to start. 

 

1) Yes we are generally stronger and 

faster than humans. Also we do not  

require sleep on the same frequency as 

you. This is not considered a  

challenge; this is just fact. I suggest that 

crew members obtain the  

recommended amount of sleep instead 

of trying to stay awake to work on  

projects with me. When required a 

healthy Vulcan can go up to two weeks  

without sleep. 

 

2) Vulcans are capable of emotion. 

Generally Vulcans suppress emotional  

aspects in favor of logic and reason. 

Logic is best attained without the  

complications created by emotion. 

Kolinahr is a process where remaining  

vestiges of emotion are purged. Due to 

an error early on in  

translations, Vulcans were labeled as 

lacking emotion. A band of  

renegades would prove that statement 

false - these Vulcans would rather  

embrace emotion than logic. No, I do 

not understand why. 

 

3) Picture of felines performing feats 

are a frivolity that can be  

enjoyed in your personal quarters or in 

common recreational areas.  

Please do not feel the need to place 

them in my work space. They do not  

elicit an emotional response from me. 

 

That is all from me at this time. Future 

reports will contain more data.  

Currently I am analyzing wintry weath-

er anomalies on the planet among  

other projects. Inquiries and requests 

can be addressed to T'Qeyla via  

the message system 

 

-T'Qeyla 

Inside Story Headline 

Vulcan Viewpoint by T’Qeyla (Suz Brandt)  
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By Laura Wickline 

Getting to know you, getting to know all about you....trust me, you’ll be glad I wrote 
that instead of singing it. I’m starting a new column for our newsletter that will give our 
members a chance to get to know one another better. With new members joining and 
people coming out to different activities I thought this could give people some conver-
sation starters or give them an idea of with whom they might have something in com-

mon. 

So without further adieu, our first victim participant is your Communications Officer, 

Doris Coffman Hutley. 

1.  Do you have a “character” within the group? 

        My persona is Dorian the Andorian 

2.  What is your hometown? 

        Shippensburg, PA 

3.  Where do you live now? 

        Camp Hill, PA 

4.  What is your “civilian” job? 

        I work at a bank 

5.  Any kids and/or pets? 

        Furbabies - dog Briseis and cats Lagolas, Gimli and Sisko 

6.  Favorite vacation spot? 

        Bermuda, Cape May, Key West 

7.  Favorite Away Mission (so far)? 

        Robert Picardo Meet & Greet, Goddard, Star Trek Experience.....it’s hard to pick          

just one! 

8.  Sci-fi character you relate to most? 

        Dax - she’s the type of woman I aim to be! 

9.  Sci-fi show/movie you watch again & again? 

        All Star Treks, Galaxy Quest, Firefly 

10. Music you listen to? 

        Still love Heavy Metal. Also like Classical, Swing, R & B 

11. Your nerdiest moment? 

        Pick just one? Stacey & I getting more excited about a real life astronaut coming 

to Shore Leave than the celebrities! 

12. What did you want to be as a child? 

        An AVON lady -- even went as one for Halloween! 

13.  Most hoped for Away Mission? 

        Kennedy Space Center would be so cool! 

14. Sci-fi actor you’d most want to meet? 

        It was Nichelle Nichols but I met her so probably Leonard Nimoy if he were still 

doing Cons. 

15. Words you live by? 

         Too much fun for normal people! 

  

Avon  

calling! 






